Y “’L/ Y S U/,/Jw

1o UL‘.‘m.,L';“;V 6 jlosls cpds2e Jlw
FPEE Lo | 6o

S29802 S O Sy G98> sl df'-b%' Sl o Sle>

u‘}"ss‘
:b °L<‘“13‘v3A"J‘&}“’led)"°ﬁ;6lrfldwh I @ .
Ol ¢b el 830 e (B o
O g el 15T ol o3 sl Ll oy 05,8 Jlysten g e allelabe
Ub.r] ‘VE ‘dl.l..»\ :bT eKﬁJ‘.\ 4(,5 J;-U ‘Jl».” o 5)5;- ejjf JL:‘:LT..N‘ a)‘)' J&, L&)M
ol

5 St paddl 5 A Sosse bl @ dshas lye Syl @3S il
o5tk Jala dl gladles 5o (35155 Gl wsas O asiledls € aludl o) on (aan 5o Sl e
B ol T el o (ol 5ol 5350 Lol go (s (peulos 223 53 G emd 0 mus slagilly
Gl age Sl ol © Lt ss @l o Gadilen glansly sad aialis olasl dallls s slle
Ol e B3 4 ,h SuielaS ol pllz edss sl o st Gsia sladely Wiy, cpl Ho S s g
a8 Galaol 3 Hlid cad g e gac IS8l s HEE L olbls )l 3555 oS uls 518 p s 50
6l ol Ay ua B uS e (BB Ol st o gad mioa Bia 5 olelbl (a5 peulaes
sord 5 35185 (nl waspe GLES (RASy e S (Foae ydn 3sia (ol sl sl
Bl et Ho ol o salls st cpaliy 58a (ASL S508 S G | o) S cl o) 5 suliin)
Sl 551585 ok Sy 5 assee S 1 e s 99 by Ol adse b LLSS) s
o3 cmd sane Jlael S0 (g 5 el sl adsu aillae b adlic cond 5o (g5l wlie 4
Sl gohT Bia dlan 3 3Usee Jlie 5o 15 o7 4 caald ago Jole (silae elial glacSods
le 5 Lasals soslaaa b dlis ol ol suls L8 (uile g pd sosad assa g sadde

RS RY. SESYINE G WP I PRR PP LHEN S
ol gelainl gl (ol allad (55500 Sdu3sia (b Sl lbli,) 535055 03 gaals

mashallah.heidarpour@gmail.com :J s s 5 3%

VEOR/OYYS b b LA ZANA DI P



» The Islamic Revolution Approach Quarterly

i"ﬂ-‘-«“ﬂﬁrﬁbf J, Vol. 18, No.67, Summer 2024, P 3-18

™ . rahyaftjournal.ir

Globalization of communication technology and its
human rights implications for Islamic Republic of Iran

Ph.D. student, Department of Public International

Mohammad Tagi
ohammad Taq Law, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University,

Qasimzadeh Qom, Iran

Mashallah Assistant Professor, Department of International

Hevd . Relations, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University,
eydarpour Qom, Iran

Assistant Professor, Department of International
Law, Qom Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Qom, Iran

Mohammad Reza
Hakakzadeh

Abstract

The globalization of communication technologies simultaneously offers
multifaceted opportunities for human societies while posing significant
threats to political powers. The undeniable revolution brought about by
virtual social networks in the realm of communications is both an asset and a
challenge. However, the boundless expansion, easy accessibility, and overall
globalization of these networks in recent years have brought consequences
that have posed unprecedented challenges to governments on an
international level. On one hand, virtual social networks have provided the
highest levels of communication between individuals by creating a platform
for the free exchange of ideas and opinions, positioning themselves as tools
in the service of democracy. On the other hand, by removing the monopoly
on news and information control from governments, enabling rapid and
instant dissemination, and emphasizing the protection of individual privacy,
these networks have significantly limited governments’ authority to
intervene and control them.
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In other words, governments are unable to fully dominate all aspects of
communication technologies, which are inherently transnational. Even if
such power existed, they would face critical questions about individual
privacy, freedom of speech, and the expression of opinions. As a result,
virtual communication spaces have shattered traditional frameworks of state
control, monitoring, and restriction. The Iranian government is no exception
to this phenomenon. Communication technologies have entered the lives of
Iranians alongside other parts of the world, and every day, the number of
Iranian users continues to grow.

Conceptual Framework

In today’s world, the growth of new technologies and their accessibility in
the realm of communications has led to a profound impact on the global
village. The massive volume and high speed of information transfer have
redefined the boundaries of exchange, not only between governments but
also among individuals across the globe. This has led to the rapid spread of
news related to internal crises, transnational tensions, terrorist attacks,
political demands, and human rights violations on a global scale, generating
spontaneous reactions both individually and collectively. Political decision-
makers and actors are thus compelled to respond swiftly.

While the diverse applications of information technology in social,
economic, and professional life are undeniable, the challenge for
governments lies in this new technological-political environment, where
"democratized" security means that governments lose their exclusive control
over information. In this sense, governments, which have traditionally acted
autonomously within their national borders, now face intervention from
global public opinion, whether from other governments, political actors, or
individual citizens. This loss of control over the proliferation of information
leaves states vulnerable. As a result, "the threat to the sovereignty of states
posed by the information technology phenomenon in the 21st century
appears even more serious than that posed by colonialism in the past.”

Human Rights Implications of Communication Technology
Globalization for Iran

Like other societies, the increasing number of users and the multifaceted
expansion of activities—including professional, economic, and political—
pose new challenges for the Iranian government in terms of monitoring,
controlling, and regulating these technologies. In recent years, the political
and security challenges presented by these technologies have at times been
very serious, as communication technologies have played a significant role
in public mobilization and shaping public opinion.

e Decline in Political Participation: Some theorists argue that with
increasing social interactions and the rise in political awareness, the
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likelihood of political participation also increases. However, Amir
Siyahpoosh, in a study on social capital in Iran, has demonstrated that in
Iran, higher levels of education and social welfare lead to a decrease in trust
and political participation.

e The Role of Virtual Communication in Soft War during Social
Movements: Like other societies, Iran has experienced unrest, protests, and
movements involving groups that are in conflict with the government over
ideological differences. These movements, while recognized as legitimate
under the constitution and requiring permission from the Ministry of Interior,
inherently reflect the citizens' right to freedom of speech. However, since the
events following the 2009 elections, these movements are often analyzed
through the lens of soft war, where media and communication networks
serve as the primary tools.

o Erosion of National and Religious Identity: National identity is often
threatened by the globalization of values, cultures, and lifestyles.
Globalization, driven by virtual networks, promotes transnational and
subnational identities, potentially weakening local cultures and values. This
phenomenon explains why national identities adapt to other, more globally
promoted identities.

The issue of human rights in Iran, regardless of its nature, has become
highly politicized. Today, virtual social networks serve as key tools for
opposition groups, individuals, media, and foreign governments to advocate
against Iran’s government. These actors use political events, economic
problems, and peaceful protests to frame Iran’s human rights issues for
global public opinion. Consequently, human rights have become a political
weapon used to scrutinize Iran's actions, especially when it enacts restrictive
measures on communication technologies, which are viewed as human rights
violations.

Conclusion

Governments worldwide are facing serious challenges in the era of
communication technology globalization, with their absolute power
becoming increasingly fragile. The Islamic Republic of Iran is no exception.
In Iran, human rights implications are particularly pronounced. On one hand,
the Iranian political and judicial system does not permit the absolute freedom
of speech and opinion within these virtual networks, especially when
national security is threatened. On the other hand, the restrictive and
censorial actions taken by the government are seen as human rights
violations. The political status of Iran in the international arena, coupled with
its human rights record, has transformed communication networks into a
propaganda tool against the state. This dual situation results from both the
restrictive policies implemented by the government and the biased utilization
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of human rights discourse to advance political agendas through
communication technology.

Keywords: Communication Technology, Globalization, Human
Rights, Islamic Republic of Iran, Virtual Social Networks
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