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Abstract

considering the significant effects of the Taliban's return to power on
Iran, it is crucial to analyze this event from various perspectives.
Therefore, the central question of this paper focuses on the
examination of the Taliban’s discourse within the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan and its ideological repercussions for governance in Iran.
The hypothesis of this paper suggests that the Taliban's rule over
Afghanistan is underpinned by discursive foundations and has
multiple political and social implications, which are both shaped by
this discourse and directly impact Iran. Research findings indicate that
the Taliban’s discourse is not theological but rather reflects a form of
Salafi fundamentalism that is incompatible with Afghanistan's
sociocultural fabric, exacerbating internal tensions and leading to
social instability. This instability poses negative consequences for
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governance in lran, ranging from conflicts between Shia and Sunni
discourses to issues such as an increase in the number of migrants.
The research adopts a discourse analysis approach, with data gathered
through library research.

Introduction

The Taliban has regained power in Afghanistan with the promise of
establishing Islamic law and ensuring security and justice. Their
extremist ideologies have led them towards violence and excessive
pragmatism. The theoretical foundations of the Taliban can be
assessed through three main axes: theology (the Deobandi school),
politics, and ethnicity (Pashtun). This study poses the primary
question: What are the foundational elements of the Taliban’s
discourse in the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, and what ideological
consequences does this discourse have for governance in Iran? Given
the serious challenges the Taliban poses for Iran, understanding their
discourse and actions is essential for the Islamic Republic of Iran to
design proactive policies in response.

Materials & Methods

Discourse is understood as a social activity that manifests externally
through various forms, including speech. A key aspect of
understanding and analyzing discourse is the unity of power and
knowledge. According to Foucault, discourse is the intersection of
knowledge and power; each specific field of knowledge creates a set
of affirmative and negative rules that dictate what one should say and
what topics are permissible. Foucault argues that discourse in any
given period dictates how subjects should think or speak, emphasizing
that discourse is not merely a reflection of the subject's awareness but
rather serves the interests of power. Consequently, the social world is
a product of discourses, which also shape human actions in
accordance with this reality. Discourse encompasses the entire social
sphere.

Islam (characterized by modernism opposition, a return to pre-
modernity, a stringent interpretation of religious concepts, and a self-
perception of conflict) alongside ethnocentric beliefs centered on
Pashtunism and jihad are key elements shaping the discourse of the
Taliban. Islam serves as the core of the Taliban's ideology, justifying
and interpreting all their actions. The Taliban sees the implementation
of Sharia law as the primary duty of the state. Their forces originate
from Islamic educational institutions known as "madrasas,” and their
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interpretations of concepts like "monotheism and polytheism” form
the basis of their fundamentalist ideology. Tribal customs and
traditions of Pashtun ethnicity greatly influence the Taliban’s
discourse, particularly regarding women's rights and their role in
society. The Taliban considers other Islamic sects as apostates and
engages in takfir (excommunication). They aspire to revive the
Islamic caliphate and justify military and terrorist actions to achieve
their objectives. The Taliban harbors a profoundly anti-Shia ideology,
and their worldview is characterized by a rejection of modernity and a
hostility towards the West.

Discussion & Results

The Taliban’s resurgence poses two major challenges for Iran:
ideological and discursive repercussions, which include the
confrontation between the concepts of caliphate and guardianship
(Wilayat Faqih); and the clash of governance models between
"Islamic Emirate” and "Islamic Republic." Additionally, governance
challenges manifest in the form of extensive migration, which incurs
significant costs for Iran, including security, education, health, and
economic burdens, exacerbating unemployment, covert energy
subsidies, social conflicts, the spread of specific diseases, increased
birth rates, implications of marriage, and vaccination needs. Other
challenges include drug trafficking and water disputes over fresh
water resources (such as the Helmand River), as well as border
conflicts.

Conclusion

The Taliban's return to power has far-reaching implications for Iran.
Their radical interpretation of Islam, rooted in Pashtun traditions and
the Deobandi ideology, has led to increased violence in Afghanistan.
With their jihadist beliefs, they seek to alter the political landscape of
the region and the world. The Taliban's discourse challenges the
ideological foundation of the theory of guardianship and the
governance model of the Islamic Republic. Moreover, the rising
number of migrants, drug trade, water disputes, border violence, and
security concerns are some of the critical challenges posed by the
emergence of the Taliban in Afghanistan for the Iranian government.

Keywords: Afghanistan, Taliban, Discourse Analysis, Governance,
Immigration
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