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Abstract

The concept of class as an economic notion took shape in sociology
and was accepted in this context. For many sociologists, the issue of
the formation and transformation of social classes is of significant
importance. In this regard, the main question of this research is what
relationship exists between the non-productive sectors of the economy
and class transformation. The case study chosen is the emergence and
rise of the nouveau riche and The Leisure Class in post-revolutionary
Iran. The hypothesis of the research was that sectors of the Iranian
economy, which are largely rooted in a non-productive political
economy formed decades before the revolution, create a set of
relations for wealth production that can lead to the formation of new
classes in different periods. These non-productive economic relations
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produce specific social movements that quickly elevate individuals in
social deciles and lead to class transformation. The research findings
have shown that some economic policies are fundamentally prone to
rent creation and have facilitated processes of non-productive wealth
production, which have had very extensive social consequences to the
extent that they have led to the formation and stabilization of a new
class in Iran. The research approach was sociological, and the data
collection method was documentary and library-based

Introduction

The concept of social classes has significantly evolved in sociological
discourse, particularly in the context of post-revolutionary societies
where economic and cultural transformations redefine social
structures. In Iran, the post-revolution era has witnessed the rise of a
‘comfortable class,’ characterized by distinct consumption patterns and
an acute sense of social identity shaped by global and local economic
forces. This study investigates the formation and characteristics of this
class, focusing on the interplay between economic liberalization,
global cultural influences, and local socio-economic conditions.

Main Body

The emergence of the comfortable class in Iran is intricately linked to
the country's economic policies and the global cultural shift towards
consumerism. The study identifies several key factors contributing to
the rise of this class, including increased access to global markets,
economic reforms, and the proliferation of digital technology, which
have collectively expanded consumer choices and enabled the use of
consumption as a means of social differentiation.

The analysis draws on qualitative data from interviews with
individuals identified as part of this comfortable class, as well as
guantitative data on consumption patterns across different regions in
Iran. The research demonstrates how consumption has transcended
basic needs to become a significant marker of class identity and social
status. Items that are consumed are not merely for utility but are
imbued with symbolic value that communicates one's social position
to others.

Economic liberalization has played a pivotal role in facilitating
the access of middle and upper-middle-class Iranians to a broader
array of goods and services, which were once limited or considered
luxury. This accessibility has led to a new form of social stratification,
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where the ability to consume foreign brands and engage in lifestyles
portrayed in global media becomes a key element of class identity.

Moreover, the study engages with theories of cultural hegemony
and social reproduction to understand how the comfortable class
perpetuates its status. It argues that this class not only uses
consumption to manifest its economic capital but also to assert
cultural and social capital. This dynamic is crucial in understanding
the broader implications of class formation in a post-revolutionary
society like Iran, where social mobility and class stability are
contentious and politically charged topics.

Conclusion

The formation of the comfortable class in post-revolutionary Iran
highlights significant shifts in social stratification mechanisms within
the country. The findings suggest that consumption-based class
identities are becoming more pronounced, reflecting broader global
trends of consumerism and economic liberalization. The study
concludes that while this class formation has allowed for certain types
of social mobility, it has also reinforced existing inequalities and
introduced new forms of social distinction.

This detailed exploration of the comfortable class in Iran not only
provides insight into the socio-economic transformations in Iranian
society but also contributes to the broader discourse on class analysis
and social stratification in globalized contexts. The implications of
these findings are relevant for policymakers and social theorists
interested in the intersections of culture, economy, and class in the
Middle East and beyond.

Keywords: Social Class, Consumption, Post-Revolutionary Iran,
Economic Policy, Identity, Sociological Analysis.
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