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Abstract

This research, titled "Foreign Policy Strategies of Iran towards the United States
after the Islamic Awakening: From ldeological Confrontation to Geopolitical
Engagement,” analyzes Iran's policies during this period and how they have
influenced its regional role and international relations. The main research
guestion is: How has Iran managed to balance its ideological principles with
geopolitical requirements in its foreign policy? The hypothesis of this study is
that Iran's foreign policy in this period is defined as a combination of
ideological confrontation with the United States and purposeful geopolitical
engagement, aimed at strengthening its regional strategic interests while
maintaining national independence. The research method is descriptive-
analytical, utilizing library sources and documented data to conduct a
comparative analysis of Iran's policies during this period. The findings of the
study show that Iran has leveraged the Islamic Awakening to enhance its
ideological role in the region, while also engaging in limited geopolitical
interactions, such as the JCPOA (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action), to
alleviate the economic and political pressures resulting from confrontation with
the United States. This study emphasizes that Iran's foreign policy is a blend of
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ideology and realism, adjusted according to changing regional and international
conditions.

Introduction

The Islamic Awakening, a significant movement across the Middle East,
profoundly influenced Iran's foreign policy posture towards the United
States. This paper examines the strategic pivot from ideological
confrontation to a more nuanced geopolitical engagement approach,
reflecting both regional transformations and global power shifts.

Main Body

Historically, Iran's foreign policy was characterized by a staunch
ideological stance against the U.S., rooted in the Islamic Revolution's
principles. However, the aftermath of the Islamic Awakening
necessitated a reassessment of these strategies. The study delineates the
key phases of this transformation, highlighting how Iran has sought to
leverage its regional influence pragmatically.

The research methodologically analyzes speeches, policy documents,
and diplomatic actions to trace the evolution of Iran's foreign policy. The
findings indicate a gradual but clear shift towards engaging with the U.S.
on specific regional issues where interests converge, despite maintaining
a rhetoric of resistance. For instance, the negotiations around nuclear
capabilities and interventions in regional conflicts like Syria and Iraq are
discussed to illustrate Iran's strategic recalibrations.

Furthermore, the paper explores the implications of geopolitical
realities, such as the rise of ISIS and shifting alliances in the Middle East,
which have prompted Iran to occasionally align with U.S. strategic
interests, albeit cautiously and selectively. This shift is portrayed not as a
fundamental change in ideological orientation but as a pragmatic
adaptation to preserve national interests amid evolving regional and
international landscapes.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Iran’s foreign policy shifts are indicative of a
broader trend of pragmatic geopolitical engagement in response to
dynamic international conditions. While ideological rhetoric remains a
significant component of Iran's public foreign policy discourse, practical
engagements reflect a more complex and layered approach to
international relations. This nuanced strategy allows Iran to navigate its
regional ambitions and international pressures, suggesting a maturation
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of foreign policy that could influence future diplomatic interactions with
the U.S. and other global powers.

Overall, the research provides insights into the complexities of Iran's
foreign policy strategies post-Islamic  Awakening, offering a
comprehensive analysis of how geopolitical realities reshape national
strategies. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the
interplay between ideology and pragmatism in statecraft, particularly in a
region as volatile and strategically significant as the Middle East.

Keywords: Islamic Awakening, United States, Iran, Ideological
Confrontation, Geopolitical Engagement, Resistance AXis.
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