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Abstract

This paper examines the impact of political developments on urban
architecture in Iran during the Safavid period and after the Islamic
Revolution. The central question of the study is how political changes in
these two historical periods have influenced urban architecture in Iran.
The main hypothesis of the paper is that political transformations from
the Safavid period to the post-Revolutionary era have led to significant
changes in urban architectural patterns in Iran, such that the architecture
of each period directly reflects the governmental structures, ideologies,
and social values of its time. The research method employed is a
comparative-analytical approach, using historical and comparative
analysis to examine urban architectural changes during these two periods.

* Corresponding Author: mj.karbaschi@gmail.com

How to Cite: Mirhashemi Roteh, S. M. H., Karbaschi, M. J., Panahi, S. (2024). The
Impact of Political Developments on Urban Architecture in Iran: A Study of the Safavid
Period and the Islamic Revolution, The Islamic Revolution Approach Quarterly, 18(68),
3-18.

Received: 04/03/2024 Accepted: 20/07/2024



$eip
P |FoP b5 A eslad sz o S5

The data for the study was collected from historical sources, architectural
studies, and existing documents. The findings of the study indicate that
during the Safavid period, urban architecture was primarily used as a tool
to showcase the political and religious power of the Safavid government
and to reinforce its governmental identity. In contrast, after the Islamic
Revolution, political changes led to significant alterations in urban
architectural patterns, with public and religious spaces emphasizing
Islamic identity replacing royal symbols. These changes highlight the
direct and complex relationship between political transformations and
urban architecture, which has tangibly affected urban spaces and social
identity in Iran.

Introduction

The architectural landscape of Iran has undergone significant
transformations, particularly when comparing the opulent Safavid era to
the more tumultuous post-revolutionary period. This paper explores the
defining components of urban architecture during these distinct epochs,
analyzing how cultural, political, and technological changes have
influenced urban planning and architectural designs.

Main Body

Safavid Era: During the Safavid dynasty, urban architecture was heavily
influenced by Islamic aesthetics and Persian culture. The period is noted
for its grandiose public squares, intricate mosques, and expansive
gardens, which were designed to symbolize power and divine legitimacy.
The use of geometric patterns, domed roofs, and extensive iwans (vaulted
spaces) are characteristic of the period. This section of the paper delves
into the architectural innovations introduced during the Safavid era, such
as the development of urban centers that facilitated trade and cultural
exchanges.

Post-Revolutionary Iran: Contrastingly, the post-revolutionary phase in
Iran reflects a mix of traditional influences and modernist approaches to
urban architecture, driven by different socio-political agendas. The focus
shifted towards functionality, cost-effectiveness, and meeting the housing
needs of a growing population amidst economic sanctions and political
isolation. The research discusses how contemporary architects in Iran
have sought to balance modern demands with cultural heritage, often
integrating traditional Persian elements into modern designs.
Comparative Analysis: By comparing these two periods, the paper
highlights the shifts in architectural priorities—from the grandeur of the



Safavid era to the pragmatic approaches of the contemporary period. It
also examines how urban planning policies have evolved to address the
changing needs of society, such as increased urbanization and the need
for sustainable development.

Conclusion

The study concludes that while there are stark contrasts in the
architectural styles and urban planning principles of the Safavid era and
post-revolutionary Iran, there is also a continuity of certain cultural and
aesthetic values. The enduring influence of Persian culture is evident in
the ongoing preference for integrating natural elements and communal
spaces in urban designs, regardless of the prevailing political or
economic conditions.

This detailed analysis not only enhances understanding of Iran's rich
architectural heritage but also provides insights into the adaptive
strategies of urban planning in response to societal needs and challenges.

Keywords: Urban Architecture, Urban Planning, Safavid, Contemporary
Urban Planning, Urban Policies.
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