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Abstract

This study examines legislative policies regarding the adjudication
of administrative and disciplinary violations of government employees
within Iran’s Administrative Justice Court. The primary research
question investigates whether the existing legislative frameworks have
effectively contributed to reducing violations and improving
administrative order. The study hypothesizes that legal and procedural
gaps—such as disproportionate penalties for infractions, lack of free
legal assistance, and the absence of specialized administrative
courts—have undermined the efficiency of the Administrative Justice
Court. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this research relies
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on library resources and comparative studies with similar legal
systems, particularly France. The findings indicate that, despite its
crucial role in overseeing governmental performance and ensuring
citizen rights, the Administrative Justice Court faces numerous
challenges. These include the frequent annulment of rulings by
administrative disciplinary boards, insufficient expertise in general
courts to handle administrative cases, and inadequate legal protection
for individuals against governmental entities. Ultimately, the study
underscores the necessity of legislative reforms to enhance the
effectiveness of administrative  justice. It offers policy
recommendations aimed at strengthening the role of the
Administrative Justice Court in fostering transparency and efficiency
in governance.

Keywords: Administrative Justice Court, administrative violations,
legislative policy, administrative justice, proportionality of offense
and punishment.

Introduction

A nation's administrative system is a fundamental pillar of
governance, responsible for maintaining order, delivering public
services, and safeguarding citizens’ rights. However, administrative
and disciplinary violations by government employees can undermine
the efficiency and transparency of the system, weakening public trust
in state institutions. Addressing these violations requires robust legal
and oversight mechanisms that not only protect citizens' rights but also
uphold administrative integrity and order. In Iran, the Administrative
Justice Court, established under Article 173 of the Constitution, plays
a pivotal role in adjudicating complaints and objections regarding
administrative decisions and actions. As a judicial entity overseeing
executive bodies, the court ensures justice in interactions between the
government and citizens. Nevertheless, its operations are hindered by
multiple challenges. One major issue is the lack of proportionality
between infractions and penalties in disciplinary board rulings.
Additionally, the absence of specialized administrative courts for
cases involving disputes between public institutions and private
individuals has resulted in inconsistent rulings. Furthermore, the lack
of free legal assistance has limited individuals' ability to defend their
rights against state agencies. This study critically examines legislative
policy in adjudicating administrative and disciplinary violations by
government employees, identifying structural weaknesses in the
system. It seeks to highlight the key challenges faced by the
Administrative Justice Court and propose reforms to enhance its
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effectiveness in promoting administrative justice and restoring public
confidence.

Main Body

1. The Role of the Administrative Justice Court in Supervising
Government Conduct

The Administrative Justice Court serves as the primary judicial
body responsible for reviewing complaints against administrative
misconduct. Its authority extends to ensuring that governmental
agencies comply with legal and procedural norms. However, research
findings indicate that the court's effectiveness is compromised due to
structural and procedural limitations. One such limitation is the
frequent annulment of rulings by administrative disciplinary boards.
These inconsistencies in verdicts have created legal uncertainty,
weakening the credibility of administrative justice. Additionally, the
court lacks jurisdiction over all administrative disputes, particularly
cases where public institutions file claims against private individuals.
The current legal framework requires such disputes to be settled in
general courts, which often lack the expertise necessary to handle
administrative cases effectively.

2. Legislative Challenges in Addressing Administrative Violations

Several legal and procedural deficiencies hinder the efficiency of
the Administrative Justice Court:

-Lack of Proportionality in Punishments: Many disciplinary rulings
fail to uphold the principle of proportionality between offenses and
penalties. Disproportionate punishments not only violate fundamental
legal principles but also contribute to the high volume of appeals and
complaints, overburdening the judicial system.

-Inadequate Legal Support for Citizens: Unlike in some other
jurisdictions, Iranian law does not provide free legal assistance or
state-appointed lawyers for administrative cases. This disparity puts
individuals at a disadvantage when contesting government decisions.

-Absence of Specialized Administrative Courts: While some legal
systems, such as France, have dedicated administrative courts, Iran
lacks an equivalent structure. The reliance on general courts for
administrative disputes results in inconsistent rulings and reduces
legal predictability.

Comparative legal analysis suggests that adopting specialized
administrative courts could enhance the efficiency of adjudicating
government-related disputes and reinforce public confidence in
judicial oversight mechanisms.

3. The Need for Legislative Reforms
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Given the identified challenges, legislative reforms are necessary to
strengthen the Administrative Justice Court’s role in maintaining
fairness and accountability in government actions. Key areas for
reform include:

-Enhancing Legal Protections for Citizens: Introducing free legal
aid for individuals challenging administrative rulings would ensure a
fairer judicial process.

-Institutionalizing  Proportionality in  Disciplinary  Rulings:
Establishing clear guidelines for the proportionality of penalties can
prevent arbitrary decisions and reduce the caseload of appeals.

-Creating Specialized Administrative Courts: Establishing courts
dedicated to administrative disputes would improve judicial
consistency and ensure that cases are handled by experts in
administrative law.

-Increasing Transparency and Oversight: Strengthening monitoring
mechanisms within the Administrative Justice Court can enhance its
effectiveness in overseeing government agencies and preventing
abuses of power.

Conclusion

Legislative policy in adjudicating administrative and disciplinary
violations of government employees plays a crucial role in
maintaining order, ensuring transparency, and bolstering public trust
in governance. The Administrative Justice Court, established as a key
constitutional institution, is tasked with overseeing government
decisions and safeguarding citizens’ rights. However, this research
highlights significant challenges in the court's operations, including
disproportionate punishments, lack of specialized administrative
courts, and insufficient legal protections for citizens. Addressing these
issues requires comprehensive legislative reforms. Implementing
specialized administrative courts, enforcing the principle of
proportionality, and providing legal aid for individuals would enhance
the efficiency and fairness of administrative justice. By adopting these
reforms, the Administrative Justice Court can strengthen its role in
promoting transparency and accountability, ensuring that
administrative justice serves as a cornerstone for good governance in

Iran.
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