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Abstract

The transformation of labor parties in Iran following the 1979
Islamic Revolution has been a subject of significant political and
economic analysis. This study explores the historical development of
labor parties in post-revolutionary Iran, examining their role in
shaping policy and their influence within the framework of the Islamic
Republic. The primary research question is: How have labor parties

* Corresponding Author: szibakalam@ut.ac.ir

How to Cite: Ta’ati, M., Zibakalam, S., Ghaderi, N. S., Houshmandyar, N. (2025).
The Evolution of Labor Parties in Iran After the Revolution and Their Role in the
Policy-Making of the Islamic Republic, The Islamic Revolution Approach
Quarterly, 18(69), 119-146.

Received: 2024-03-09 Accepted: 2024-10-16



1P 1ol Gl «§ 9 o losk cuad sz Jlw

evolved in Iran since the Islamic Revolution, and what role do they
play in policymaking? Using a historical-analytical method, this study
investigates the structural and ideological shifts in Iranian labor
movements, particularly in relation to state-society relations and
economic policymaking. The findings indicate that while labor parties
have historically played a minor role in Iran’s political landscape due
to state restrictions and ideological constraints, they have influenced
social welfare policies and labor legislation indirectly. The research
also highlights the challenges faced by labor parties, including legal
barriers, governmental control over unions, and economic shifts that
have altered labor dynamics. Despite these obstacles, labor
movements remain a key player in advocating for workers' rights,
albeit within a constrained political environment.

Keywords: Labor Parties, Islamic Revolution, Iran, Political
Economy, Workers' Movements, Policy-Making

Introduction

The role of labor parties in the political landscape of Iran has
undergone significant transformations since the Islamic Revolution of
1979. Unlike many Western democracies where labor parties play a
pivotal role in shaping policies, Iranian labor movements have faced
various legal and political limitations. Historically, labor parties in
Iran have been influenced by leftist ideologies, particularly Marxist
and socialist thought, which were largely repressed after the
revolution. The Islamic Republic’s political structure, rooted in
religious governance, presented unique challenges to labor activism,
as it sought to align economic policies with ideological and religious
principles.

This study investigates the historical development of labor parties
in post-revolutionary Iran, analyzing their influence on policymaking
and their interactions with state institutions. The key research question
Is: What transformations have labor parties undergone since the
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revolution, and what role do they play in Iran’s policymaking
process? The research aims to assess:

1. The ideological and structural evolution of labor parties in
post-revolutionary Iran.

2. The extent to which labor movements have influenced
policymaking in labor rights, economic reforms, and social
welfare.

3. The barriers and limitations imposed on labor activism by the
Islamic Republic.

This study employs a historical-analytical approach, utilizing
primary and secondary sources to examine labor party activities, their
legal status, and their role in shaping economic policies.

Historical Background of Labor Movements in Iran

The history of labor movements in Iran dates back to the early 20th
century, with the emergence of trade unions and socialist-leaning
political parties during the constitutional revolution (1905-1911).
However, the rise of the Pahlavi monarchy (1925-1979) saw increased
suppression of independent labor movements, as the state sought to
control economic and social policies.

During the 1940s, labor movements gained prominence,
particularly under the influence of the communist Tudeh Party, which
played a critical role in mobilizing workers and advocating for labor
rights. However, following the 1953 coup against Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh, labor activism faced renewed repression
under the Shah’s regime.

With the 1979 Islamic Revolution, labor movements initially
supported the revolutionary cause, aligning with anti-imperialist and
anti-capitalist sentiments. However, as the new Islamic government
consolidated power, it sought to suppress leftist groups, including
labor activists affiliated with Marxist and socialist ideologies. Over
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time, labor parties were either banned or integrated into state-
controlled institutions, limiting their autonomy.

Labor Parties and Policy-Making in the Islamic Republic

1. The Marginalization of Independent Labor Parties

Following the revolution, the Islamic Republic adopted a state-
centered economic model, limiting the role of independent labor
organizations. The government established the Islamic Labor
Councils, which, while intended to represent workers, were effectively
under state control. Independent labor activism was heavily restricted,
with many labor leaders arrested or exiled.

2. Government-Controlled Labor Institutions

The establishment of state-affiliated organizations, such as the
Workers' House (Khaneh Kargar), further weakened independent
labor parties. These organizations, while advocating for workers'
rights, remained aligned with government policies. This structure
ensured that labor activism remained within the ideological
framework of the Islamic Republic, reducing the influence of
independent labor parties.

3. Economic Policies and Their Impact on Labor Movements

Iran’s economic policies have directly influenced the role of labor
parties. During the 1980s, the government pursued a centralized
economy due to the Iran-lrag War, with labor policies focused on
national mobilization rather than workers’ rights. In the 1990s,
economic liberalization policies under President Rafsanjani introduced
privatization and market reforms, which led to new challenges for
labor groups, including job insecurity and weakened labor protections.

Under President Khatami (1997-2005), there was a slight opening
for civil society, including labor movements. However, subsequent
administrations reinstated strict controls, particularly under
Ahmadinejad (2005-2013) and later administrations, as economic
crises and international sanctions strained the economy.
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Challenges Faced by Labor Parties in Iran

Despite Iran’s constitutional recognition of labor rights, labor
parties and unions face numerous challenges:

1. Legal Barriers: Laws restricting independent labor unions
and limiting strikes have curbed labor activism.

2. Government Control: The dominance of state-controlled
labor organizations undermines independent labor party
influence.

3. Economic Pressures: Economic sanctions, inflation, and
privatization policies have weakened labor protections.

4. Suppression of Activism: Labor activists often face
imprisonment, surveillance, and exile.

These challenges have constrained the ability of labor parties to
shape economic policies, despite their historical role in advocating for
workers’ rights.

Conclusion

The evolution of labor parties in post-revolutionary Iran reflects
broader political and economic transformations within the Islamic
Republic. While labor parties played a significant role in early
revolutionary mobilization, their influence has since been curtailed
due to legal and ideological constraints. The state’s control over labor
institutions has limited independent labor activism, reducing the
ability of labor movements to shape policy directly. However, despite
these restrictions, labor movements remain a key force in advocating
for workers’ rights, particularly in response to economic challenges
such as inflation, job insecurity, and wage disparities.
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