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Abstract

This article examines the feasibility study of employing non-Shiite
officials in the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the principles of the
Constitution and higher-level documents. The purpose of the research is
to analyze the rights of religious minorities in the system of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and identify legal and executive obstacles to their
effective participation in the government structure. The research method
is analytical-descriptive, which uses various principles of the
Constitution, especially principles related to legal equality, freedom of
employment, and citizenship rights, to examine the feasibility study of
the presence of religious minorities in executive and political positions in
the country. The results of the research show that the principles of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, including principles 19, 20,
28, and 64, are the legal and executive support for the realization of
employing non-Shiite officials at various levels of government. These
principles emphasize the legal equality of all citizens and guarantee the
freedom to choose a job and participate in social and economic activities
for all individuals. The constitution also provides for the presence of
representatives of religious minorities in the Islamic Consultative
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Assembly and establishes their participation in the country’s major
decision-making process. However, in practice, there may be social and
cultural barriers to greater representation of minorities in executive
positions. It is suggested that in order to achieve effective participation of
religious minorities, reforms in executive policies and processes, such as
the establishment of special deputies and a non-Shiite assembly of
representatives in the Assembly, be considered to provide a basis for
interaction and convergence between minorities and the majority.

Keywords: Political authorities, religious groups, constitution, non-Shiite
groups, Islamic Republic.

Theoretical Framework

The Constitution outlines the relationship between citizens and the
political system, focusing on equality, justice, and the rights and duties of
individuals. To understand principles such as equality and citizens' rights,
one must refer to the Constitution (Gorji Azandariani, 2017). Religious,
ethnic, and sectarian minorities' rights play a crucial role in either
enabling or hindering their participation in public and private
employment. Specifically, the Constitution acknowledges religious
minorities, including Zoroastrians, Jews, and Christians, as well as Sunni
Muslims and various sects, and outlines their rights in Articles 15, 19,
and 20. These articles ensure equality by negating superiority based on
race, color, language, or similar factors (Qasemi, 2003). In theory, the
Constitution emphasizes the rights of all citizens without special
considerations, but the application of these principles to non-Shia groups
highlights either barriers to their full participation or the absence of
adequate measures to ensure their inclusion in key political positions.

Findings

The research findings indicate that the appointment of Shia officials in
the Islamic Republic of Iran is both possible and desirable based on the
Constitution. The Constitution does not present any exceptions for
favoring Shia over non-Shia citizens in areas such as "citizens' rights,”
"the right to have representatives,” "political freedom and participation,"
"equality and justice,” and "the right to work and choose a suitable
profession.” Therefore, the idea of positive discrimination or granting
specific rights to religious minorities in Iran is undesirable and even
undermines the cohesion of minority groups and national identity.
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However, to improve the status of non-Shia groups, it is necessary to
implement constitutional provisions, utilize the talents of non-Shia elites
at the ministerial level, deputy ministers, governors, and military
commanders, and revitalize religious offices at the presidential level.
Conclusion

The study shows that the appointment of non-Shia officials in the Islamic
Republic of Iran is not about introducing positive discrimination or
considering religious minorities as "special™ groups. Rather, it is about
acknowledging the principles enshrined in the Constitution, such as
freedom of participation, equality, justice, the right to work, and freedom
of occupation. These principles explicitly call for equality without
privileging any specific group, thereby negating the need for positive
discrimination or special conditions for religious minorities. This is
because the Constitution already contains favorable conditions for the
inclusion of non-Shia officials in the political structure of Iran.
Therefore, a significant part of improving their status requires the
participation of religious minorities based on constitutional principles,
which can elevate their status through “citizens' rights" and "freedom of
occupation.” Practically, the recognition of citizens' rights, including the
right to have a representative in Parliament, should translate into tangible
political actions. Establishing a special office for religious minorities at
the presidential level would eliminate the perception of ethnic or
religious identity as a separate category and instead consider them
integral members of the lIranian nation. With this perspective, the
inclusion and participation of non-Shia groups would provide a means
for their effective contribution to political and social spheres, fostering
greater interaction and national cohesion. The right to have
representatives in the Iranian Parliament should become a tangible
political action that reflects the framework of the Constitution, ensuring
that the rights of non-Shia citizens are fully represented. Therefore, the
suggestions presented here underscore that collective action at legislative
and executive levels, supported by the Constitution and other existing
laws, plays a key role in improving the status of non-Shia citizens,
enabling them to exercise their rights to work and freedom of action
within the Islamic society, and avoiding abstract and unsupported ideas
such as positive discrimination. These ideas could undermine national
identity and may lead to some illegal activities within the Islamic
Republic of Iran.
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