@&wf) U}f i —(_}:J&/“JG/

Par G psa oo

13300 13T) dbg g (41599 30 (M0 CaudMis g 3¥ oS Cuidis ambai santline
(éﬁao Jeslowlosmo Zuwi g 08130 357 M

JbT e&k}l: ‘bk.gT r)> .»\>-b ‘Lf"l’?f‘" r}i& ejj.? d/{J Lg}x.:u\:
- b >
Ol LT o5 ¢ oo 57 o

Sl T s Ot ) oails ¢ b sl 058 sl | * 0D (o g D sl el

r)> g@%] :‘JT eli.ﬁ.}b 4)\{’]‘ r)>- Ja-l} ‘U""L’J"" r)lﬁ o))? Jl.‘:b)b..nl . R
Oleowld U.l.c

o>
#1152 3S5m8 b dagriio (logs 5o s @iMie 5 SY S die Anls s o s Gl
€ caal T a3 hal Gy a5l hae Jaclaclians fud 5 salyaisal Jlasis 150
elaesdlie ool 5o b OB 5 dbysdie Gsaas b Goae paalis G Sy i 5a 0l
Olee 2l s ubonle (Sos wsSiss o (e Gaiad (ol Csaoly alea S Gl ol
9 hlad o Aua g uags aladl (i, ead GBS B o (blS,) cudlie 5 (o5l caidlie
o 5l 5 LY S gusSs, SAI L sty sa T s e Hlis il ol & sio 4allbs L i

buﬂd\,Qu()LJAui‘)“Aw)A(_;JL.uJ.IJC_\S‘).J.e._l@bd&%@i‘dﬁ)d‘g‘)‘f‘&\yﬁc

Ol ealT

Sae (bilie Lo oyl wSE 586 Sl 5 el 31 pa s s Gasls @i yd b
Sluatie 5 Jus ciw Gl aali slasl o o (bl cdie 5 e (Juo iuail s Gl sieds
do g rin (oo o — (G e g e o gua slasy el SMEe SIS0 b ad S e 5 sl was sl
o9 adunil g8 58 (e (Slie Ho SglE ssa s biag JaSe A0 Jae 5ol alete cddie
Eopal Bl g o (Eulad gdallas ol aiiily Hlas SIy3a) o 66 5 plis g sladial & G s GSlaal

s3] palo8 b g sdie suae sl 59 saaS 5 (9 Sl 3 S0,

(Ot g5 GSEE 5 5 (S ae wul 3w AT b 5 utie 105 guals

faraji.sh@Iu.ac.ir :J s otiws 55 3%
VECE/0 A/ s &y VECE/0 /Y0 il ) )



The Islamic Revolution Approach Quarterly

*
.fMF'_
i’lfﬂ*/’f L/) Vol. 19, No.72, Fall 2025, P 269-292
L

rahyaftjournal.ir

A Comparative Study of Religious and Secular
Rationality in the Constitutional Revolution Era: The
Views of Sheikh Mohammad Ismail Mahallati and
Mirza Fath Ali Akhundzadeh

Ph.D. Student, Department of Political
Hossein Joodaki Science, Khorramabad Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Khorramabad, Iran

Assistant  Professor, Department of
Shahryar Faraji Nasiri‘~'* | Political Science, Lorestan University,
Khorramabad, Iran

Assistant Professor, Department of Political
Ali Qasemyan Science, Khorramabad Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Khorramabad, Iran

Abstract

The Constitutional Revolution era is considered a pivotal period in the
history of intellectual and political transformations in Iran. The
discourse surrounding the revolution emerged from the intersection of
intellectual and religious reformist approaches, with concepts such as
law and freedom becoming arenas for contestation and dialogue
between these movements. In this context, Mirza Fath Ali
Akhundzadeh, as a secular intellectual, and Sheikh Mohammad Ismail
Mahallati, as a religious reformist, adopted distinct and influential
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approaches to engage with modernity and its requirements. This study,
utilizing Habermas's framework and the distinction between
"instrumental rationality” and "communicative rationality,”" offers a
comparative analysis of rationality in the thought of these two
thinkers. The findings indicate that Akhundzadeh, relying on
instrumental rationality, viewed the establishment of secularism as a
prerequisite for modernity, whereas Mahallati, with an approach based
on communicative rationality, sought to shape the legitimacy of the
constitutional system through rational interaction between social
actors and religious teachings. Despite differences in epistemological
foundations, both thinkers shared common goals, such as opposing
despotism, defending the rule of law, and striving for social justice.
This comparative study provides a clearer picture of the relationship
between religion and modernity in Iran during the Constitutional
Revolution era.

Keywords: Constitutional Revolution, Akhundzadeh, Mahallati,
Intellectual, Religious Reformist

Introduction

In the years leading up to the Constitutional Revolution, Iranian
society faced significant intellectual, political, and social crises. The
Qajar monarchy's authoritarian structure, the decline of traditional
order, widespread public dissatisfaction, and the encounter with
Western modernity pushed Iranian intellectuals to seek solutions for
change. Three main intellectual currents emerged: one focused on
modern rationality and rejected religious tradition, a second sought to
reject modernity with a fundamentalist view, and the third aimed to
reinterpret religion to address modern challenges. This study focuses
on the first and third currents. Two key figures, Mirza Fath Ali
Akhundzadeh, a secular intellectual, and Sheikh Mohammad Ismail
Mabhallati, a religious reformist, will be analyzed. A comparative study
of their ideas helps uncover the roots of the intellectual divide between
religion and modernity and the development of both secular and
religious intellectualism. Understanding the political and religious
thoughts of this era is crucial for analyzing contemporary Iran's
identity transformations. Additionally, analyzing the views of these
two thinkers may offer insights into revisiting modern reformist and
intellectual discourses. Given the ongoing tension between religious
tradition and modern reason, the historical and epistemological
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understanding of their intellectual legacies is particularly important.
The central question of this research is: How can religious and secular
rationality be understood in the political thought of Mahallati and
Akhundzadeh?

Materials and Methods

Based on Habermas's distinction between instrumental rationality and
communicative rationality, two distinct approaches to religion and
politics can be observed in the thoughts of Akhundzadeh and
Mahallati. Akhundzadeh, as a secular intellectual, embraced
instrumental rationality and viewed religion as a barrier to societal
progress. He believed that religion should be separated from politics
and that changes in cultural tools, such as writing and education, were
necessary for progress. In contrast, Mahallati, as a constitutionalist
cleric, emphasized communicative rationality and sought to reinterpret
modern concepts within religious teachings to legitimize the
Constitutional Revolution through dialogue and consensus between
religion and modernity. Thus, these two thinkers represent two
different paths in confronting modernity in Iran.

Discussion

In comparing Habermas's theoretical framework with the thoughts of
Akhundzadeh and Mabhallati, significant differences are observed in
their perspectives on religion, law, tradition, and ultimate goals.
Habermas highlights the dual role of religion, which can be both a
threat and a positive source. For Akhundzadeh, religion and traditional
superstitions are seen as obstacles to modernizing society, whereas
Mahallati views religion as complementing communicative rationality,
providing moral and normative legitimacy to laws and institutions.
Regarding law, Akhundzadeh advocates for a secular law based on
Western models, while Mahallati believes that law should emerge
from public dialogue and consensus, with religious teachings
integrated only when expressed in rational terms. In dealing with
tradition, Akhundzadeh sees it as a hindrance to progress, while
Mahallati emphasizes correcting misinterpretations of tradition and
utilizing its inner capacities to combat despotism. Akhundzadeh's
ultimate goal is the modernization of Iran, while Mahallati aims to
legitimize the constitutional revolution and create an ideal system
through rational consensus.
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Conclusion

In confronting modernity during the Constitutional Revolution, two
distinct approaches emerged: Akhundzadeh's secularism and
Mahallati's religious reformism. Akhundzadeh, with instrumental
rationality, radically criticized religion and tradition, viewing them as
obstacles to progress. He sought modernization and efficiency by
modeling Iran after the West. In contrast, Mabhallati, using
communicative rationality, tried to reinterpret modern concepts within
the framework of religion, aiming to legitimize the Constitutional
Revolution through dialogue and consensus. While these approaches
differed in methods and epistemological foundations, they shared the
ultimate goal of combating despotism and establishing the rule of law.
A comparative analysis of these two rationalities shows that
Akhundzadeh's instrumental rationality failed to gain a broad social
base, while Mahallati's communicative rationality, though successful
in creating consensus, could not evolve into a dialogue-based
democracy.
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