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Abstract

The situation of children in Gaza under conditions of occupation and
armed conflict has made the protection of their rights and welfare, as
well as the role of third States in this regard, an important issue in
international law. This study aims to identify and analyze the position
and capacities of the Islamic Republic of Iran in supporting the rights
and welfare of children in Gaza and addresses the question of what
legal, diplomatic, and humanitarian capacities Iran possesses in this
field. The research hypothesis is that, without resorting to coercive
intervention, the Islamic Republic of Iran possesses significant legal,
diplomatic, humanitarian, and civil-society capacities; however, their
effectiveness depends on their coordinated, rights-based, and
multilateral utilization. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
method and draws on library and documentary sources, including
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instruments of international law, reports of international organizations,
and specialized academic literature. The findings indicate that
utilizing international child rights and humanitarian law, engagement
within international institutions, multilateral and public diplomacy,
and humanitarian and civil-society capacities constitute the principal
avenues available to Iran. Nevertheless, restrictions on access,
sanctions, and political and institutional constraints affect the
effectiveness of these capacities.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran; Rights of Children in Gaza;
Child Welfare; Occupation; International Humanitarian Law;
Humanitarian Protection.

Introduction

The situation of children in Gaza represents a major challenge to the
contemporary international legal framework governing the protection
of children during occupation and armed conflict. Children are
particularly vulnerable to the direct and indirect consequences of
hostilities, including death and injury, displacement, disruption of
healthcare and education, psychological trauma, and deterioration of
living conditions. While international humanitarian law and
international human rights law provide specific protections for
children, the persistence and scale of such harm raise questions not
only about the obligations of the occupying power but also about the
potential role of third States. Against this background, the present
study focuses on the Islamic Republic of Iran as a State that has
consistently regarded the Palestinian issue as an important component
of its foreign policy. The central question is what legal, diplomatic,
humanitarian, and societal capacities Iran possesses to support the
rights and welfare of children in Gaza under occupation. The study
hypothesizes that Iran possesses multiple non-coercive capacities in
this field, although their effectiveness depends on their coordinated,
rights-based, and multilateral application.

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach. Data were
collected through library and documentary research and include
international legal instruments concerning children's rights,
international humanitarian law, relevant international judicial
documents, reports issued by the United Nations and specialized
international organizations, and academic studies concerning Gaza,
occupation, children's rights, and the role of third States. The collected
materials were analyzed by identifying the principal legal obligations
applicable to children under occupation and armed conflict and
subsequently examining Iran's available capacities within this
normative framework. For analytical purposes, these capacities were
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classified into legal, diplomatic, humanitarian, and -civil-society
dimensions, while the legal, political, institutional, and operational
constraints affecting their implementation were also considered.

Discussion

The analysis demonstrates that Iran's potential role should not be
reduced to its political positions concerning Palestine. At the legal
level, international child rights and humanitarian law provide
normative foundations for advocacy, documentation, accountability
initiatives, and support for the protection of civilians. At the
diplomatic level, Iran may utilize multilateral institutions, regional
organizations, public diplomacy, and international forums to place the
protection of children more prominently on international agendas.
Humanitarian capacities include support for healthcare, nutrition,
emergency education, and psychosocial assistance, while civil-society
organizations may complement governmental initiatives. These
capacities, however, face significant constraints, including restricted
physical access to Gaza, sanctions and financial restrictions, political
polarization surrounding the Palestinian question, and institutional
obstacles to humanitarian action. Consequently, the existence of
capacity does not necessarily translate into effective protection unless
different instruments are integrated within a coherent strategy.

Conclusion

The study concludes that the Islamic Republic of Iran possesses a
range of non-coercive legal, diplomatic, humanitarian, and civil-
society capacities for supporting the rights and welfare of children in
Gaza. Their effective utilization requires moving beyond fragmented
or predominantly political initiatives toward a coordinated framework
centered on children's rights. Greater reliance on internationally
recognized legal standards, multilateral cooperation, credible
humanitarian mechanisms, institutional transparency, and cooperation
with specialized international bodies can enhance the practical
effectiveness and international legitimacy of such efforts.
Accordingly, a child-centered approach can provide a legal and
humanitarian framework through which Iran's existing capacities may
be organized into a more coherent strategy for protecting children
affected by prolonged occupation and armed conflict.
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